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TALKING POINTS: : Soviet Reactions to Middle East Fighting 25X1

‘crisis, -

7 June 1982

To. US Naval yovements:
The Sov%etiﬂavy is unlikely to interfere with‘the‘proposed
Us'evacuatio%’of'civilian personne)l from Lebanon.

- Sov;%t3SHipa noermally conduct surveillagce of U8 nawval
ﬁove#enta and we would expect them to trail the etransit
group and intensify surveilliance as the U8 increases the
numbér of ships in.the Faatern Maditerranean.

== In past Mid-Fast crises, the Soviers havée limited
;hemselves to similar nouprovocative .actions.

- There are 40 Soviet ships currently in the Mediterranean

including eight surface combatants~-five of which are at
anchorages in the Eastarn Mediterranean. Two destroyers and an

attack submarine are making a sheduled port call in Dubrevnik,

-Yugoslavia and a single nuclear-powered cruise missile atrgck
-+ submarine is lon patrol in the Centrail Mediterranean.. A portion

of these~forces--probahly'at least one major surface combatant

o

~.and several smaller ships te act as tattletales--may move to the

area off the lcoast of Lebanon to woenitor the US evacuatjion
operation. Because of. the conflict in Lebanon, the Scviets also

may decide to gradually reinforce the Mediterranean Squadron as

. they have done during previous crisas. Thus far rhere is no

.indications of Soviet ship movements in reaction to the Lebanon

-
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" To the Present Situation:
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" The Soviets will try to exploit the turrent erisis in

i Lebanon to?raily both radical and moderate Arabs and to isolate

- the US with Tsrael in the Middle East.

-— Soviet wmedia.has reacted quickly and predictably,
focusing on alleged US~Israeli collusion.  Pravda today
repeated a charge that Israeli incursion was

Meoordinated” with the US.

'If rhe conflict remains confined ro Lebanon wirh no major

+:Israeli-8yrian eclash, Moscow's response will not go be&ond nedia

and -diplomatic condemnations of US and Israel. .During previous

’

confrontation over Lebanon, the Soviets have never given the

~..Syrianms any peason te helieve that the Damascus would have direct

. Seviet military support. in any acrion against the Israelis. The
: |

SOViets-probébly-anticipatc that{vin any event, the situation

-;wil].increasz Syrian and Palestinian political ana military

dépendence on the USBR. THE Seus Wit Pranp o v v 7] AL
TS Y. ¢, THG-PLO THAG THE S YAMMY PRedaoest vmearsrs 1o Kesom

. To Major Isr#eli-ﬁyrian‘clashes in Lebanon:

‘NeverthLless,-a major clash between Syria and Israel in

.. L.ebanon woulgd probably prompt the Soviets- to rake steps~~short of
direct military intervention——to demenstrate support for Syria.

' In this case,‘fhe USSR is likely to:

== Mount an immediate resupply operation to Syria.

- == Reposition part of the Medilerranean Squadron toward the

| R ‘ .
‘Lebanege~Syrian coast and. to augment the Squadroan.
| A
s . . .
Increase intelligence collection on the area and provide

. intelligence support to Syrian and PLO leaders,
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V-Over*the past several weeks, howevar, the Soviets have

R appeared sompwhat more ambiguous regarding backing for Syria.

== A sepior Soviet Middle East expert recently told our

charge in Amman that the USSR cannot stand idly Sy if
CE e - Syrirn‘"targets",are attacked in Lebanon by Ysrael--
presrmably a reference to Syrian SAM gites in Bekaa,
R n Cooneme One ;eport alleges USSR has promised Dam;scus that an
rIsragli attack on the SAMs would prompt Soviet personnel
" -to a;sume a greatetr role in Syria's air defense.
et - This could megn that Soviet air defense units would assume
some of the %ir defepse burden around Damascus in Syria, visably
t%ﬁt i . . demonstrating Soviet support and freeing Syrian crews to .move to
Lebanan. A Liskier*-and far less likely--option would be tp

? SOVIET AiR DEFENSE MISIILE ok
introduce qoYiet fighter units into Syria. oviet fighter units

L - . could be mode by ‘air and be ready for operations in a minimum of

three days.

At the UN:

I
|
|
|
Soviet %ctivitieg'in the UN will be designed Eo make
:Tléﬁ ;,wgpolitica1 Ca ital with the Arahs at US expense. )
Tt ©—— Boviet Ambassador to Lebanon told reporters yesterday
S ‘ , - that!the USSR will ‘take 2ll measures available ro
”deniunce“ Israel,

- The‘ﬁSSR will support amy rasolution calling for

sanclions against Israel.
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